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Changes with this Briefing:

Issued: Tuesday, January 19, 2016
Next Briefing Package: by 4 PM Wednesday, January 20, 2016

The threat of Coastal Flooding has INCREASED. Major coastal flooding is now
expected on the Atlantic Coast with moderate to major especially along the
Delaware coast of Delaware Bay.

Hazards and Impacts:

Wintry Precipitation: The potential exists for a significant winter storm late
Friday through Saturday. This will be the strongest storm of the winter, so far.
Precipitation is currently likely across all of the region late Friday through
Saturday night. Snow is expected across all of the area for the second half of
Friday. From Philadelphia south and east, there is the potential for snow to
change to rain on Saturday which would lower any accumulations. Itis
important to note that the position of any rain/snow line is ultimately
dependent on the track and strength of the storm, which is difficult to pin down
this far out.

Wind: Strong and gusty wind is possible through the same period which could
lead to blowing and drifting snow, as well as beach erosion. The strongest gusts
will be along the coast. Depending on the track and intensity of the storm, wind
speeds of 25 to 40 MPH with higher gusts are possible.

Tidal/Coastal Flooding: With the strong onshore flow, and a full moon on
Saturday, major flooding is anticipated along the coasts of New Jersey and
Delaware and moderate to Major Flooding along Delaware Bay. Back bay
flooding is also likely in these areas. At this time, no tidal flooding is expected
along the Delaware River or Chesapeake Bay.
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Other notes:

Uncertainty level: Right now this storm is still several days away. A track
closer to the coast would result in more rain and a track further south or
east would lessen the overall impacts. Computer models continue to differ
on the ultimate solution, and these differences are very important to the
final forecast.

Snow accumulation forecast: A very significant snowfall is forecast for
portions of the area. The heaviest snowfall of the winter, so far, by a wide
margin, is expected in many areas. Official accumulations will begin to be
published on Wednesday.
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Tidal Departures at 7 AM Saturday (around high tide). Note 2-3
FT departures along the coast and portions of Delaware Bay.
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Sustained wind speed (gusts will be higher) at 7 AM Saturday.
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* For the latest information, visit our website at:
— http://www.erh.noaa.gov/phi

e Our latest briefing package is available from our website at:
e http://www.weather.gov/media/phi/current_briefing.pdf

* If you wish to be notified when a briefing package is issued,
you can follow us on social media where we post the
notice.

* You can ‘friend’ us on Facebook at: US National Weather
Service Philadelphia/Mount Holly

* You can follow us on Twitter @ NWS_MountHolly

* If you have any questions, please contact us.

e @Gary.Szatkowski@noaa.gov
— Office 609-261-6602 x222

e Joseph.Miketta@noaa.gov
— Office 609-261-6602 x223
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